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 Introduction: 

Whenever God wants to get a work done, He lays hold of a willing man.  The walls of 
Jerusalem had been ruined, a small remnant had returned, and there was much work that 
needed to be done.  In 536, Zerubbabel and Joshua had taken 50,000 Jews back and had 
(by 516) rebuilt the temple.  In 457 there had been a small revival under Ezra; but now it 
was 445, and God was looking for a man to go to the ruined city and restore safety and 
order.  Nehemiah was to be that man! 

  
I. Does Anybody Really Care? 

 
The worst sin toward our fellow man is not to hate him, but to be indifferent to him.  
Nehemiah was the kind of person who cared.  He cared about the traditions of the past and 
needs of the persons.  He cared about the hopes for the future, about his heritage, his 
ancestral city, and the glory of his God.  He revealed this caring attitude in four different 
ways: 

1. He cared enough to Ask (1:1-3).  Nehemiah was a cupbearer for the king, a very Important 
position.   

a) To hold this position spoke well of his character and ability. 
b) Nehemiah could have gone back to Jerusalem with the others, but he chose to remain in 

the palace.   
c) God put Nehemiah in Susa just as He had put Esther there a generation before, and just as 

He had put Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon. 
d) There are many people who do not want to know what’s going on because information 

might bring obligation. 
2. He cared enough to weep (1:4).    
a) What makes people laugh or weep is often an indication of character. 
b) Nehemiah’s weeping was not a sign of weakness but a sign of strength.  When God puts a 

burden on our heart, we should not try to escape it, if we do, we might miss the blessing 
that He has planned for us. 

3. He cared enough to pray (1:5-10).  This prayer is the first of twelve instances of prayer 
recorded in Nehemiah.  (The others are 2:4; 4:4, 9; 5:19; 6:9, 14; 9:5; 13:14, 22, 29, 31.)   

a) The prayer begins with ascription and praise to God and pleading the mercy of God  
(vs. 5), 

b) Confessing sin (6-9).  Nehemiah like Ezra (Ezra 9:5-15), and Daniel (Dan. 9:3-19) identifies 
himself with his people. 

c) Acknowledging the righteousness of God’s judgment (vs. 8-9) 
d) This humble prayer closed with expression of confidence which would require the king to 



2 
 

reverse the decision he had made in Ezra 4:21.  Nehemiah was confident in God’s 
faithfulness; Nehemiah had confidence that God would raise up other people to help him 
do the work; Finally Nehemiah was confident that God would work in the heart of 
Artaxerxes and secure the support that was needed to complete the project (vs. 10). 

4. He cared enough to volunteer (1:11).  As Nehemiah was praying, his burden became greater 
and his vision of what needed to be done became clearer. 

a) He didn’t pray for God to send somebody else. 
b) He didn’t argue that he was ill-equipped for such a difficult task. 
c) He would have to sacrifice the comfort and security of the palace for the rigors and dangers 

of life in a ruined city being met with ridicule and slander. 
d) He would leave behind the ease of the palace and take up the toils of encouraging a beaten 

people and finishing an almost impossible task.   
e) With the help of God, he finished the task in fifty-two days, the wall being rebuilt, the gates 

were restored, and the people were rejoicing! 
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II. The Mountain Starts to Move.   
 
Unknown to Nehemiah he was about to join the glorious ranks of the “champions of 
faith.”  Martin Luther said, “Faith is the living, daring confidence in God’s grace.”  This 
chapter describes three evidences of Nehemiah’s faith.  As we study it let us examine our 
own hearts to see whether or not we are really walking and working by faith. 

  
1. He Had the Faith to Wait (2:1-3).  It seems that four months had probably passed since 

Nehemiah had received the bad report on the plight of Jerusalem.  It was with patience 
that Nehemiah waited on the Lord for directions because it is “through faith and patience 
that we inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:12).  Three statements in Scripture that will help us 
when we get nervous and want to get ahead of God: 

 [1]] Moses said “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord” (Ex. 14:13). 
 [2] Naomi said to Ruth, “Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall:” 

(Ruth 3:18). 
 [3]The Psalmist, “Be still, and know that I am God:” (Ps. 46:10). 
a) The king noticed that his cupbearer was carrying a burden. 
b) The reaction of the King.  Instead of banishing Nehemiah or having him killed the king 

asked what was bothering him.  God was in charge of the king’s heart as he is with every 
world leader.  “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it withersoever he will” (Proverbs 21:1).  Whether they know or not, world 
leaders are only God’s servants. 

2. He had the faith to ask (2:4-8).   
a) The king’s question to Nehemiah.  What is your request?   
b) The answer of Nehemiah.  His answer was instant because he had been in touch with 

God.  He had fasted and prayed in private for four months.  Nehemiah had to wait to be 
invited to the throne of Artaxerxes to share his burden, but we who are saved can come 
to the throne of grace at any time with any need (Heb. 4:14-16).  Nehemiah had to be 
careful how he answered the king, but God’s children can come boldly to the throne of 
grace.  The word “boldly” means we have freedom of speech. 

c) Nehemiah not only had prayed for this opportunity, but he had planned for it and had his 
answer ready.  His reply was two-fold, “send me” (2:4-6), and “give me” (2:7-10). 

d) Nehemiah did not want this mission to fail and the work be stopped again as it was under 
the leadership of Ezra (Ezra 4).  He asked the king to appoint him to be governor over 
Judah and he remained in that office for twelve years (Neh. 5:14). Nehemiah asked for 
letters that would guarantee him safe travels and also that he might be able to get the 
materials that would be needed for the restoration. 

e) The king’s response is the evidence of the Sovereignty of God in the affairs of nations.  
God can work through unbelievers to accomplish His will.  He worked through Pharaoh to 
display His power in Egypt; He worked through Cyrus to deliver His people from Babylon; 
He worked through Caesar to issue the degree that brought Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem; and two different Roman centurions to save the life of the apostle Paul. 

3. He had the faith to challenge others (2:9-20a). 
a) He Traveled (vs. 9-10).  This journey took at least two months’ time.  Because Nehemiah 
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was the governor and traveling on official business, he had a military escort.  On arrival he 
met three special enemies named: Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem.  It was not so much 
the enemy on the outside that Nehemiah worried about but the compromisers on the 
inside.  Same problem the church faces today. 

b) He investigated (vs. 11-16).  Nehemiah took time to get the lay of the land without 
causing the enemy to become suspicious of him.  The good leader gathers the facts 
firsthand and then plans his strategy (Prov. 18:13).  He did his investigations at night.  
Nehemiah saw more at night than the people saw in the daytime.  He also saw the 
potential along with the problems. 

c) He challenged (vs. 17-20).  Nehemiah identified with the people and their needs.  It was 
Nehemiah’s personal burden for Jerusalem and his experience with the Lord that 
convinced the Jews that the time was right to build, and they responded with “Let us rise 
up and build” (2:18).  Notice some things that were not in this response: [1} We are used 
to it the way is and nothing can be changed. [2] They did not remind Nehemiah that the 
Jews had tried to repair the walls before, and the work was stopped. *3+ They didn’t say 
we tried it once and it didn’t work, why try it again.  Christian leaders face these same 
obstacles today.  There are those who have been in the local church for a long time and 
they want no change.  

d) He stood against the enemy and dealt effectively with their opposition.  When God’s 
people step up to do His will, the Enemy shows up and tries to discourage them. 

e) Notice the devices the enemy used and how the Lord enabled Nehemiah to defeat them.  
They started with ridicule, a device somebody called “the weapon of those who have no 
other.” We will see the other things they used against the work in chapters 4-7. 

f) The questions that we should ask ourselves: are we the kind of leaders and followers God 
wants us to be?  Do we have a burden in our hearts for the work that God has called us to 
do?  Are we willing to sacrifice to see His will accomplished?  Are we patient in gathering 
the facts and in planning our work?  As followers do, we listen to what our leaders say as 
they share their burdens?  Do we cling to the past or desire to see God do something 
new? 
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III. Wall-to-Wall Workers.   
 
Though Nehemiah was faced with a great challenge he had a great faith in a great God.  He 
would have accomplished very little if it had not been for the great dedication of the people 
that were helping him.  Being the humble man that Nehemiah was he gave all the credit to 
the people when he wrote, “So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto 
the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work” (Neh. 4:6). 

  
1. The Purpose of the Work.  Nehemiah was concerned with only one thing, the glory of God 

(2:17; 1:3; 4:4; 5:9).  It was the “reproach” that bothered Nehemiah. 
a) There was the mocking of the Gentiles.  They were asking if God loves Jerusalem so much 

why was the city in such a bad condition. 
b) The same things happens with the local church today.  When there are scandals in the 

church the world begins to mock it.  If God is so powerful then why is the church so weak.   
c) The purpose of all ministry is the glory of God, and not the grandstanding of religious 

leaders (1 Cor. 10:31; 2 Cor. 4:5).  When people are saved, they are saved to do a good work 
for the Lord (Eph. 2:10). 

d) The wall and the gates were needed for protection, but the people had become 
accustomed to the way things were.  Many in the church today are about the same way. 

2. The Pattern of the Work.  Nehemiah was a leader who planned his work and worked his 
plan, and the way that he did it is an example that people in the church today should follow. 

a) The people and the groups.  Thirty-eight individual workers are identified in this chapter, 
and forty-one different groups are identified.  Plus many other workers were not named 
whose labors were just as important.  The apostle Paul compared the members of the 
church to the human body in 1 Cor. 12 and 14.  Each has a special function to perform. 

b) The results of the work.  The difficult task was finished because the people obeyed the 
leader, kept their eyes on the same goal, and worked together for the GLORY OF GOD. 

c) The word “built, build, or builded” is used six times in chapter three; (verses 1, 2, 2, 3, 14, 
15).  And it means to rebuild.  They used the material that they had in the rubble to do the 
job.  The church does not need to use the new modern ways that people are trying to 
peddle to them; they just need to go back to the old truths that worked in the age’s past. 

d) The word “repair” is used thirty-five times and means “to make strong and firm.”  
Nehemiah wasn’t interested in a quick fix.  He wanted to done right and done to last. 

e) “Locks and bars” are mentioned five times.  These were to keep the enemies out.  We must 
also make sure what we do is protected from the enemy.  John said, “Look to yourselves, 
that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward” 
(2 John 8). 

3. The People in the Work.   There are various people mentioned who carried on the work. 
a) God uses all kind of people, such as rulers and priests, men and women, professional 

craftsmen, even people from outside of the city helped. 
b) Leaders must set the example (vs. 1).  The priests should have busy in the work because it 

involved the glory of God.  Eliashib enlisted the other priests to work at the Sheep Gate.  
Sad to say he later did not remain true to his calling and allied with the enemy and created 
some serious problems for Nehemiah (13:4-9). 
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c) Some people will not work (vs. 5).  The people of Tekoa helped but their leaders would not 
help. 

d) Some people do more work than others (vs. 11, 19, 21, 24, 27, 30).  Though some were to 
lay down their tools when finished there were others who asked for additional tasks.  We 
should be willing to do as much as we can for the Lord. 

e) Some people will work harder than others (vs. 20).  It was said of Baruch that his work was 
done “earnestly” or “zealously.”  The word means “to burn or glow.” 

4. The Places of the Work.  Nehemiah began his list of the “work stations” with the Sheep 
Gate in the northeast corner of the city (vs. 1).  He then moved counter-clockwise around 
the walls.  Notice these gates: 

a) The Sheep Gate (vs. 1, 32).  This is the gate where the animals were brought into the city 
including the temple sacrifices.  This is the only gate that it is recorded as being “sanctified.”  
There were no locks and bars on this gate. 

b) The Fish Gate (vs. 3).  This gate stood between the Tower of Hammeah and the Tower of 
Haaneel.  These two towers were part of the city’s defense system. 

c) The Old Gate (vs. 6).  This was probably the corner gate.  This gate led into the “New 
Quarter.” 

d) The Valley Gate (vs. 13).  This  is where Nehemiah began his nocturnal investigation of the 
ruins of the city (2:13). 

e) The Dung Gate (vs. 14).  It was the main exit to the Valley of Hinnom, where the city 
disposed of its garbage.   

f) The Fountain Gate (vs. 15).  This gate was near the Pool of Siloam and is a picture of the 
Holy Spirit. 

g) The Water Gate (vs. 26).    If the Fountain Gate reminds us of the Spirit of God, then the 
Water Gate should remind us of the Word of God. 

h) “The Ophel” (vs. 26-27).  This was a hill south of the temple area, between the Horse Gate 
and the Water Gate.   

i) The Horse Gate (vs. 28).  It was here that wicked Athaliah was executed (2 Chron. 23:15).   
j) The East Gate (vs. 29).  This gate led directly to the temple and is probably what we know 

today as the Golden Gate. 
k) The Gate Hammiphkad (vs. 31).  This is were the army was mustered and numbered for 

inspection.  Since the north side of Jerusalem was the most vulnerable to attack, it was a 
logical place to have the army. 
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IV. Workers and Warriors   (Neh. 4) 
 
The arrival of Nehemiah in Jerusalem was a threat to Sanballat and his associates (2:10), 
who wanted to keep the Jews weak and dependent.   A restored and strong Jerusalem 
would change the balance of power and rob Sanballat of his influence and wealth.  
Chapters 4-6 describe at least nine different tactics that the enemy used to try to stop 
the work on the walls.     

  
1. Ridicule (4:1-6).  One once called ridicule “the language of the devil.”  Another called 

ridicule “paper bullets of the brain.”  David was ridiculed by Goliath, Jesus was mocked 
by the soldiers during His trial, and some of the heroes of the faith had to endure 
mocking.  Notice the tactics of Sanballat: 

a) He called them “feeble Jews”.  The word feeble means “withered, miserable.”  God 
delights in using feeble instruments to get His work accomplished (1 Cor. 1:18-31).  
When we are weak, then we are strong (2 Cor. 12:1-10). 

b) He ridiculed the work itself.  By asking three taunting questions: “Will they fortify 
themselves?”  “Will they finish in a day?”   

c) He ridiculed the materials they were using.  Though some had been damaged by fire 
there was still enough good materials left to work with. 

d) Tobiah the Ammonite ridiculed the finished product. (4:3),  He stated that a solitary fox 
could knock it down.   

e) The response of Nehemiah was that he prayed and asked God to fight the enemy for 
him.  Nehemiah was not requesting personal vengeance but official vindication for 
God’s people.  We should not spend time pondering on the enemy’s words so that he 
can get a foothold to launch another attack closer to home. 

2. Intimidating Plots (4:7-9).  A common enemy and a common cause had brought four 
different groups together to stop the work on the walls of Jerusalem.  

a) The enemy had the city surrounded on all four sides.  Why cannot God’s people work 
together like the enemy does?   

b) Satan wanted to prevent the Savior from coming into the world and if he could destroy 
the nation, he would frustrate God’s plans. 

3. Discouragement (4:10). Problems from without often create problems within.   
a) Discouragement is a key weapon in Satan’s arsenal.  The children of Israel were kept 

from entering the Promised Land because of a discouraging report. 
b) Nehemiah didn’t pay much attention to these complainers but continued on with the 

work.  He got his encouragement from prayers and the promises of God. 
4. Fear (4:11-23).  Fear paralyzes and is contagious paralyzing others.  Fear and faith 

cannot live together in the same heart. 
a) The first step that Nehemiah took was to post guards where the walls were most 

vulnerable. 
b) His second step was to encourage the people not to be afraid but to look to the Lord for 

help. 
c) A third step was to set up a defense plan that solved the problem by having half of the 

men do work while the other have stood guard.   
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d) Nehemiah had a man with the trumpet stay close to him and the people were to keep 
an ear open for the sound of the trumpet as we who are saved should be doing today. 

e) Nehemiah also instituted a second shift and required the workers from the other towns 
to stay in Jerusalem at night and help guard the city. 

5. Not only did Nehemiah organize the workers and guards, and encouraged them to trust 
the Lord, but he also set the right kind of example before them (Neh. 4:23).  He was a 
leader who served and a servant who led.  The people had a mind to work (vs. 6), a 
heart to pray (vs. 9), an eye to watch (vs. 9), and an ear to hear (vs. 20). 
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V. Stop! Thief!   (Neh. 5) 
 
When the enemy fails to attack on the outside, he then begins to attack from within; 
and one his favorite weapons is selfishness.  Selfishness means putting ourselves at the 
center of everything and insisting on getting what we want when we want it.  With 
selfishness good morals and ethics go out the window.  Selfish people are miserable 
people. 

  
1. A Great Cry (5:1-5).  In the midst of a “great work” (4:19), for a “great God” (1:5), a 

“great cry” (5:1) was heard among the Jews.  Four groups were involved here: 
a) Those who were not landowners who needed food.  With the population increasing 

there was famine. 
b) Those who were landowners who had mortgaged their property in order to buy food. 
c) Those who complained because of high taxes and were forced to borrow money to pay 

them.   
d) Those who were wealthy Jews and they were exploiting their own brothers and sisters 

by loaning them money and taking their lands and their children for collateral.  They 
were in violation of Lev. 25:39-40.  It was alright for the Jews to loan money to one 
another, but they were not to be like money lenders and charge interest (Duet. 23:19-
20).  God has a special concern for the poor and will not hold those guiltless who take 
advantage of them. 

2. A Great Assembly (5:6-13).  Not only did Nehemiah have to confront foreign enemies 
but he also had to deal with his own people who fighting one another.  Notice the 
conditions he faced: 

a) Anger (vs. 6).  Nehemiah was not flaring up with a sinful temper but the expression of 
righteous indignation.  Nehemiah was neither a politician not a diplomat.  He was a true 
leader who asked, what is right?  He had a holy anger against sin, and he knew that God 
would back him up. 

b) The building of the wall did not create these problems it revealed them. 
c) Consultation (vs. 7).  In consulting with himself, Nehemiah was working out the problem 

within himself.  He got control of his problems and himself so that he could give 
constructive leadership to the people.  Nehemiah called a great assembly and 
confronted the people with their selfishness that created this difficult and painful 
situation.  This was a public sin that involved the whole nation and demanded a public 
rebuke and repentance. 

d) Rebuke (vs. 7-10).  His rebuke of these exploiters consisted of six different appeals: 
 [1] He appealed to their love.  [2] He appealed to them from the Word of God.  [3] His 

third appeal reminded them of God’s redemptive purpose for Israel.  *4+ He appealed to 
Israel’s witness to their Gentile neighbors.  *5+ Nehemiah appealed to his own personal 
practice.  Though Nehemiah was lending money to the needy he was not charging 
interest or taking their property for security.  {6} In his sixth appeal, Nehemiah 
reminded them of the judgment of the Lord. 

e) This great assembly was concluded with three actions taken by Nehemiah: [1] He shook 
out the folds of his robe, symbolic of what God would do with the money lenders if they 
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didn’t fulfill their vow. ,2- All the people answered with an Amen, meaning so be it.  
{3] Then the whole congregation together praised the Lord.  This whole assembly was 
not an economic summit, but a worship service. 

3. A Great Example 5:14-19).  D.L. Moody said, “A holy life will produce the deeper 
impression.  Lighthouses blow no horns; they only shine.”  Notice the things that 
Nehemiah did and didn’t do: 

a) He used his privileges of the governor’s office to help the people; he did not use the 
people to build a kingdom for himself. 

b) Nehemiah and his assistants paid their own expenses out of their own pockets and did 
not seek reimbursement.   

c) They all participated in the rebuilding of the wall.  They were not advisors that showed 
up every once in a while. 

d) Nehemiah not only paid for his own food, but he shared what he had with others. 
e) Nehemiah did what he did to only please the Lord.  He did not seek praise or reward for 

the people. 
4.  If we are in spiritual leadership, there are four lessons we can find in this chapter: 
a) Expect problems to arise among your people. 
b) Confront the problems courageously. 
c) Be sure that your integrity is intact. 
d See in every problem an opportunity for the Lord to work. 
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VI. We Have Heard the Enemy and He is a Liar.   (Neh. 6) 
 
Under the gifted leadership of Nehemiah the people completed the rebuilding of the walls.  
The only thing that still had to be done was the restoration of the gates.  Though Sanballat 
and his friends had failed in their attempts to stop the people from working, they decided 
to  concentrate their attacks on the man of God.  One must beware of Satan (2 Cor. 11:3; 1 
Peter 5:8).  If he can defeat a Christian leader, then he can cripple a whole ministry and 
discredit the cause of Christ.  The main purpose of the enemy was to generate fear in the 
heart of Nehemiah.  Satan used four strategies in attacking Nehemiah, and still uses those 
strategies today against spiritual leaders. 

  
1. Compromise:  “We will help you work” (vs. 1-4).  Up to this point those who had opposed 

Nehemiah and the work are now willing to cooperate.   
a) Their strategy was if you can’t whip them then join them and then take over.  Beware of 

those in the church who want to be in charge. 
b) Satan is a master deceiver and has his servants ready to join hands with God’s people so he 

can weaken their hands in the work (2 Cor. 11:13-15). 
c) Nehemiah rejected their offer because of three convictions: [1] He knew that they were 

lying and really wanted to kill him (vs. 2).  [2] He was convinced of the greatness of the work 
that God had given him to do (vs. 3).  [3] The Jews had nothing in common with Sanballat 
and his crowd, so there could be no basis for cooperation.    

d) Nehemiah had both discernment and determination: He refused to be influenced by their 
repeated offers (vs. 4). 

2. Slander: “We will tell everybody about you” (vs. 5-9).  The fifth time that the enemy 
approached Nehemiah it was with an open letter accusing him of sedition. 

a) An open letter would be both intimidating and insulting.  Sanballat wanted the public to 
know the contents of the letter, hoping to undermine Nehemiah’s reputation and authority.  
Beware of statements made in the church such as “its been reported” and “they say”.   

b) Not only did his enemies falsely accuse Nehemiah of fomenting a rebellion, but they also 
accused him of planning to make himself a king (vs. 7).  Nehemiah did not let these false 
accusations keep him from completing the work while trying to defend himself. 

3. Threats: “We will protect your life” (vs. 10-14).  Shemaiah, a hireling prophet (vs. 12), 
devised a clever plan for trapping Nehemiah.  He told Nehemiah that not only was his life 
threatened but also was Nehemiah’s and that they should take refuge in the temple (vs. 
10). 

a) If Nehemiah had run away and hid in the temple it would have ruined his reputation forever 
(vs. 11). 

b) Nehemiah rejected Shemaiah’s proposal because it was contrary to the law of Moses (Num. 
18:7).  Being a layman, Nehemiah could not go past the alter of burnt offering at the 
temple. 

c) Nehemiah 6:14 indicates that there was a conspiracy against Nehemiah among the 
prophets, including a prophetess named Noadiah.   

4. Intrigue: “We will not give up” (vs. 15-19).  The devil is not a quitter and he stays on the 
scene even after it looks like he has lost the battle.  The Christian must be just as watchful 
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after victory as they were before the battle.   
a) It seems incredible that any Jew would secretly cooperate with the enemy, especially those 

who were of the royal tribe of Judah.  Likewise, the same could be said of those who are 
born-again Christians cooperating with those who want to destroy the local church and its 
Pastor. 

b) One should not believe everything that they hear about Christian leaders.  The people that 
were going against Nehemiah had been swayed by flattering letters written by Tobiah.  
Jeremiah gave a warning about being careful about those who are supposed to be your 
friends (Jere. 9:4). 

c) One might ask how these Jews could turn their backs on their own heritage: As one person 
put it, the bonds of human connection were stronger than the bonds of spiritual affection.   

d) The extent of the undermining of the traitors: they repeatedly told Nehemiah what a fine 
man Tobiah really was.  “They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the 
law contend with them” (Prov. 28:4).  If they had been studying the Word they would not 
have been walking in the counsel of the ungodly (Ps. 1:1).  There is a day of reckoning 
coming (Jere. 5:30-31).  Nehemiah kept on working and finished the job   because the work 
was wrought of our God (vs. 15-16).   
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VII. “V” Is For Vigilance   (Neh. 7) 
 
The walls were completed, the gates were restored, and the enemy was chagrined, but 
Nehemiah’s work was not finished by any means.  Nehemiah had been steadfast in 
building the walls and in resisting the enemy, and now he had to be steadfast in 
consolidating and conserving the gains.  Note three important steps that had to be 
taken by the leader to protect the people and the work that had been done. 

  
1. Enlisting Leadership (7:1-3).  Before the work began, he inspired the people by assuring 

them that God would prosper their efforts (2:18-20). 
a) Assistants (vs. 2).  Like all good leaders Nehemiah knew that he could not do the work 

alone.  He chose Hanani and Hananiah because they had two wonderful qualities: They 
were faithful to God and they feared God. 

b) Gatekeepers (vs. 1, 3).  Gates and walls are only as good as the people who guard them.  
These gatekeepers were known as “porters.”  Nehemiah also appointed two kinds of 
guards (watches), those to patrol the walls at specific stations and those to keep watch 
near their homes. 

2. Establishing Citizenship (vs. 4-69).  There is some similarity between this section of 
Scripture and Ezra 2:1-64).  This does not suggest that there are either errors or 
contradictions in the Bible. 

a) An important thing in Jerusalem at this time was for a Jew to be able to prove their 
ancestry.   

b) Not to be able to prove their ancestry meant second-class citizenship and separation 
from all that God had given Israel (Rom. 9:4-5). 

c) First listed was those who helped Zerubbabel, the governor establish the nation (vs. 7).  
Next the various families or clans (vs. 8-25) and the number of each family who 
returned to the land.  Verses 27-38 list the people according to their villages.  The 
temple personal are listed next (vs. 39-60).  One group of people could not prove their 
genealogies (vs. 61-65).  Then there was a  miscellaneous assembly of over 7,000 
servants (vs. 67).  The important things was not to count the people but to realize that 
the people counted. 

3. Encouraging Worship (70-73).  Citizenship and leadership together can make a state, 
but it takes worship to make the state into a godly nation.  One of the key lessons that 
we can learn from this chapter is that people are important to God.  We have also 
learned that God keeps account of His servants.  Also we have learned that the Lord 
knows how to keep His work going.  Finally, and most important, we must all be sure 
that we know we are in the family of God. 
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VIII. THE PEOPLE AND THE BOOK  (Neh. 8) 
 
If a believer wants to be fruitful and receive the blessings of God, then they must have 
a love and desire for His Book the Bible (Ps. 1:1-3).  Nehemiah has called for a Bible 
Conference and has invited Ezra to be the teacher (Ezra 7:10).  The material needs of 
the city had been met and now it was time to meet the spiritual needs and only those 
old enough to understand were present (vs. 3). 

  
1. We Must Understand the Word of God (8:1-8).  The Bible is not a magic book that 

changes people or circumstances because somebody reads or recites it.  It can never 
enter the heart and make a change until it is understood. 

a) He brought the Book (vs. 1-4).   
b) He opened the Book (vs. 5-6).  They didn’t worship the Book; they worshipped the Lord 

who spoke to them from the Book. 
c) He read and explained the Book (vs. 7-8).  The word distinctly in verse 8 means that the 

law was explained to the people in a language they could understand.  From the time 
Moses had been given the first five books of the Bible to the time of Nehemiah much of 
the Hebrew language had changed during a period of a thousand years. 

2. We Must Rejoice in the Word (vs. 9-12).   
a) The response of the people to the reading of the Word was one of conviction and grief 

(vs. 9).  First there must be conviction, then cleansing, and then celebration.   
b) The secret of Christian joy is to believe what God says in His Word and act upon it.   
c) If we read and study the Word of God only from a sense of duty, then its treasures may 

never be revealed to us.  If we delight in God’s Word, then He will delight in us and 
share His best blessings with us. 

3. We Must Obey the Word (vs. 13-18). 
a) Obligation and appreciation are certainly strong motives for seeking the Lord, but 

celebration is even stronger.   
b) We must not just hear the Word of God, but we must also obey it (James 1:22-25). 
c) The celebrating of the feast was not for enjoyment alone, but also for enrichment and 

encouragement.  The joy that comes from the Lord is lasting and enriches our lives.  Joy 
comes in the midst of sorrow.  Joy is not substitution but transformation (John 16:20-
22), 

d) Not only did they find joy in hearing the Word of God, but they also found joy in 
sharing the blessings of God with others. 
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IX. AMAZING GRACE  (Neh. 9) 
 
Jehovah God is the main subject of this chapter…who He is, what He does for His people, 
and what His people must do for Him.    It is interesting to know that three of Israel’s great 
national prayers are recorded in Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, and Daniel 9.  Behind these prayers is 
the promise of 2 Chronicles 7:14 as well as the example of Moses when he interceded for 
the people (Ex. 32-33). 

  
1. The Greatness of God (vs. 1-6).  Though the feast had ended, the people lingered around 

to hear more of the Word of God.   
a) Because of conviction; feasting had turned to fasting. 
b) God’s greatness is seen in the fact that He receives our worship (vs. 1-5).  Worship 

involves the Word of God, for the Word of God reveals the God of the Word. 
c) The people took time to confess their sins (vs. 2-3) and seek the Lord’s forgiveness. 
d) The people separated themselves from the world as the drew near to the Lord. 
e) God’s greatness is also seen in the fact that He is God alone (vs. 6a).   
f) God greatness is seen in the fact that He created the universe (vs. 6b). 
g) God’s greatness is seen in the fact of His providential care for His creation (vs. 6c). 
h) God’s greatness is seen in the fact that the host of heaven worship Him (vs. 6d). 
2. The Goodness of God (vs. 7-30).  This prayer rehearses the history of Israel, revealing 

God’s goodness to His people and their repeated failure to appreciate His gifts and obey 
His will. 

a) Forming the nation (vs. 7-18).  It was a pure act of grace when God chosen Abram and 
revealed Himself to him.  God’s covenant (Gen. 12:1-3) was the basis for all that God did 
with and for Abraham and his descendants.   

b) Leading the nation (vs. 19-22).  Though one generation died and another one was born 
God never forsook His people. 

c) Chastening the nation (vs. 23-30).  God kept His promises to the people, but the people 
did not follow the Lord as they should. Israel delighted themselves in the goodness of God, 
but they did not delight themselves in the Lord, so He chasten them with 70 years 
captivity in Babylon. 

3. The Grace of God (vs. 31-38).  God was good to His people when His people were not good 
to Him. 

a) He sent them Prophets to teach them and to warn them, but they refused to listen  
(2 Chron. 36:14-21). 

b) The people acknowledged the sins of the nation and God’s justice in sending punishment. 
c) They asked for a new beginning for the nation. 
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X. AFTER WE SAY “AMEN”   (Neh. 10) 
 

 The nation had sinned, but now it was taking new steps of dedication and obedience.  
But was their dedication real?  There are at least three evidences given in this chapter 
that these people really meant what they prayed.  These same evidences will be seen 
in our lives if our promises to the Lord are sincere. 

  
1. Submission To The Word of God (vs. 1-27, 29).  With Nehemiah’s name heading the list, 

eighty-four persons put their seal on the covenant that they made with the Lord. 
a) The list included priests (vs. 2-8), Levites (vs. 9-13), and the leaders of the people (vs. 

14-27).  Many others agreed to the covenant but didn’t sign their names (vs. 28). 
b) Putting a seal on this document was a serious matter because it meant taking a solemn 

oath before the Lord (vs. 29).   
c) The law governing vows and oaths is found in Numbers 30. (vs. 2). 
d) The Christian’s relationship to God today should not be based upon an oath but upon 

love.  Our relationship should be as children to a Father, and our Father wants our 
obedience based on love. 

2. Separation as the People of God (10:28, 30-31).  The children of Israel were surrounded 
by idolatrous Gentiles, who wanted the Jews to become a part of their social, religious 
and business society.  But the people of God were not to follow the worship of idols. 

a) Separation is simply total devotion to God, no matter what the cost.  The Jews 
separated from the peoples around them and to the Lord and His Word (vs. 28). 

b) Two special areas of concern were mentioned: marriage and the Sabbath.  Mixed 
marriages only brought confusion.  The observance of the Sabbath day was distinctively 
Jewish practice (Neh. 9:14; Ex. 20:8-11; 30:12-18).   

c) For the Jewish remnant to promise to commemorate the Sabbatical Year was a great 
step of faith.  We are to seek God’s way first (Matt. 6:33). 

3. Their Support for the House of God (10:32-39).  The phrase “house of our God” is used 
nine times in this section and refers to the restored temple.  The people were making a 
promise to God that they would obey His laws and provide what was needed to for the 
ministry at the temple (vs. 39).  Their promised support of the temple was specific and 
involved four different areas of ministry. 

a) The temple tax (vs. 32-33).  The tax was a reminder to the people that God had 
redeemed them and paid a price to set them free, and that they should behave like 
people who belonged to God. 

b) The wood offering (vs. 34).  Since the fire on the brazen alter was to be kept burning 
continually (Lev. 6:12-13), it required a steady supply of wood.   

c) The firstfruits (vs. 35-37a).  The Jews were taught to give the first and the best.  It is a 
good example for believers to follow today (Prov. 3:9).   

d) The tithes (vs. 37b-39).  The Jews were to bring a fourth of their produce to the Lord 
each year for the support of the Levites (Lev. 27:30-34).  The Levites then gave a “tithe 
of the tithe” to the priest (Num. 18:25-32).  The Jews were to also tithe the 90 percent 
that was left and take it to the temple for the annual feasts (Deut. 26:1-11).  To these 
two tithes was added a third tithe, received every third year for the poor (vs. 12-15; 
14:28-29). 
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Xl. THE SHOUT HEARD ‘ROUND THE WORLD   (Neh. 11-12). 
 
Theologians remind us that Gad made the first garden (Gen. 1-2), but rebellious man 
built the first city (Gen:4:16-17), and the two have been in conflict ever since.  How to 
finance and manage the great cities is a vexing problem to government leaders around 
the world.  Nehemiah knew that Jerusalem could not be strong unless the people were 
willing to sacrifice.  Notice three sacrifices that we should still be presenting to God 
today. 

  
1. We Must Give Ourselves to God (1:11-12:26).  Now that the walls and the gates of 

Jerusalem were restored, it was important that the Jews inhabit their city and make the 
population grow.   

a) People were needed to protect the city from the enemy that could attack the city at 
any time. 

b) By the people living there they would be showing their love for God and their Holy City.  
Paul spoke of believers presenting their bodies as a living sacrifice to God (Rom. 12:1). 

c) Some presented themselves willingly while others had to be drafted (11:1-2). 
d)  The listing of the people in the city: First were the people of Judah and Benjamin (11:4-

9).  Secondly, the priests, Levites, and temple workers were named (11:10-24).   
Nehemiah then lists other temple ministers in (12:1-26). 

2. We Must Give Our Praise to God (12:27-42).  The Jews were accustomed to having 
workers and watchers on the walls of Jerusalem, but now Nehemiah and Ezra assigned 
people to be worshippers on the walls.   

a) The people had been dedicated (chapters 8-10) and now it was time to dedicate work 
that the people had done. 

b) The had a dedication service with so much enthusiasm that their shouts and songs 
were heard afar off (vs. 43). 

c) The emphasis was on a joyful praise on the part of the people.  Singing is mentioned 
eight times in this chapter, thanksgiving six times, rejoicing seven times and musical 
instruments three times. 

d) The marching around the walls was a symbolic act by which the people had stepped 
out by faith to claim God’s blessing.  The people offered their praise thankfully (12:24, 
27, 31, 38, 46), joyfully (12:43-44), and loudly (12:42-43). 

3. We Must Give Our Gifts to God (12:44-47).  The people had covenanted with God to 
support the temple ministry (10:32-39), and they kept their promises. 

a) The ministers at the temple conducted the worship, not according to their own ideas, 
but in obedience to the directions given by David and Solomon. 

b) The result of this joyful service of dedication was a plentiful supply of produce to 
sustain the work of the ministry.  The people did not give grudgingly or of necessity, but 
joyfully and grateful (2 Cor. 9:7). 

c) “When God’s work is done in God’s way for God’s glory, it will not lack God’s support” 
Missionary leader J. Hudson Taylor. 
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XIII. LOOKING FOR LEADERS  (Nehemiah the Leader)  
 

As we come to the last chapter of this study, we find that Nehemiah was a leader called 
of God.  He was always at the forefront setting an example and not at the rear giving 
orders.  Notice twelve qualities that made Nehemiah a successful leader. 

  

1. He Knew He Was Called of God.  When everything else fails, the call of God will give 
you strength and resolution you need to get the job done. 

a) Like Moses and Jeremiah knew that they had been called of God, Nehemiah knew that 
God would see him through the work at hand (Phil. 1:6; 1 Thes. 5:24). 

b) Though Nehemiah had a burden for Jerusalem it was not his call, and though he wept 
and shed tears for the condition of the city it was not his call.  It was when he prayed 
and sought divine help from God that he received the call to leave his comfortable 
surroundings and approach the king for help. 

2. He Depended on Prayer.  The Book of Nehemiah starts and ends with prayer. 
a) Though he was the governor of the province, he still depended on God alone to guide 

him. 
b) The task that Nehemiah faced was to big for him, but not too big for God. 
3. He Had Vision and Saw the Greatness of the Work.  Leadership involves vision, revision, 

and supervision, but the greatest of these is vision (Prov. 29:18a). 
a) In God’s kingdom, every job is a big job and every servant is nothing apart from faith in 

the Lord. 
b) If we lose the greatness of our vision, we will begin to cut corners in our work, stop 

making sacrifices, and start looking for something else to challenge us. 
4. He Submitted to Authority.  The call of God is not an invitation to become 

independent and ignore authority.   
a) We must remember what Paul taught us in Romans 13. 
b) Besides submitting to the king, Nehemiah submitted to the authority of the Word of 

God. 
c) Those who exercise authority must themselves be under authority. 
5. He Was Organized in His Work.  He did not rush into the job, but he secretly surveyed 

the situation and became acquainted with the facts. 
a) He privately shared his plan with the Jewish leaders.  He had no press conferences or 

pep rallies. 
b) He enlisted his workers and sought to give them the same vision for the task that God 

had given him. 
c) He planned his work and worked his plan, and God blessed him. 
6. He Was Able to Discern the Tactics of the Enemy.   
a) Every Christian should keep an eye on the enemy and know when they are at work. 
b) He was not fooled by their offers or frightened by their threats.  As Paul stated he was 

not ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 Cor. 2:11). 
c) Leaders must recognize when Satan comes as a roaring lion or as a serpent, devouring 

or deceiving. 
7. He Worked Hard.  One of the secrets of his success was his willingness to sacrifice and 

work hard.   
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a) Once in Jerusalem, Nehemiah went to work, he kept working, and he worked hard. 
b) Charles Spurgeon told his pastoral students: “Do not be afraid of hard work for Christ; 

a terrible reckoning awaits those who have an easy time in the ministry, but a great 
reward is in reserve for those who endure all things for the elect’s sake.  You will not 
regret your poverty when Christ cometh and calleth His own servants to Him.  It will 
be a sweet thing to have died at your post, not turning aside for wealth, or running 
from Dan to Beersheba to obtain a better salary, but stopping where your Lord bade 
you to hold the fort” (An All Round Ministry, 197). 

c) Jesus said the Laborer is worthy of his hire (Luke 10:7b), so let’s be sure we are laborers 
and not loiterers. 

8.  He Lived an Exemplary Life.  Whether it was working on the wall or feeding hundreds of 
guests, Nehemiah’s life was blameless. 

a) The enemy would have rejoiced to find some fault in the life and work of Nehemiah, 
but nothing could be found. 

b) There is no substitute for integrity and the good conscience that goes with it. 
9. He Sought to Glorify God Alone.  Self-promoting or Self-glorification was not a part of 

the ministry of Nehemiah. 
a) When arriving in Jerusalem he did not try to throw his weight around but instead came 

as a servant. 
b) He was burdened because the city of Jerusalem no longer glorified God. 
10. He Had Courage.  There is no place for timidity in leadership.   
a) Once we know what God wants us to do, we must step out and do it. 
b) Nehemiah had the courage to face danger and confront a subtle enemy. 
11. He Enlisted Others to Work.   
a) True leaders don’t try to do everything themselves. 
b) They not only enlist others, but they are not afraid to surround themselves with people 

who can do some things better than they can. 
c) Good leaders develop other leaders. 
12. He Was Determined.  This is the title of our textbook “Be Determined.”   
a) To be a leader means o have determination.   
b) To be a leader means to be resolute inside and outside, with ourselves and with others. 
c) Nehemiah was determined because the work he was doing was a great work, and he 

was serving a great God. 
 


